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want to move them 


OU’RE looking ahead when you install G-E 

unit substations. With them, you can add 
substation capacity, in small increments, where 
you want it when you want it. Equally impor- 
tant, you can move it to new, more effective 
locations when load conditions change. You 
will never have a large investment ‘‘frozen’’ in 
idle equipment. 


You save secondary copper, reduce line losses, 
provide better voltage and better service, be- 
cause you can install unit substations at the 


center of load areas. Installation is a matter of 
days, not weeks. 


Add up all these advantages. We think you'll 
agree: for the changing power requirements of 
both today and tomorrow, G-E unit substa- 
tions offer the practical, farsighted solution. 
Your local G-E representative can furnish you 
with complete information—or write for Cat- 
GEA-2996. General Electric Company, 
Schenectady, New York. 
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Raver Visions Northwest 
‘Utilities Publicly Owned 


Sees definite trend in Washington and Oregon — Public power group 


holds conferences on acquisition of Puget Sound Power 
& Light — Stock rise under attack 


Public ownership and operation of 


all electiic facilities in the Pacific 
Northwest, with the two government 
giant hydro-electric projects—Bonne- 


ville and Grand Coulee—as the central 
power sources, was visioned by Bonne- 
ville Administrator Dr. Paul J. Raver 
in an interview following his confer- 
ences last week with representatives of 
Engineers Public Service Co. on the 
acquisition of Puget Sound Power & 
Light Co. properties by various munici- 
palities and local power agencies in the 
territory. 

Dr. Raver, former chairman 
Illinois Commerce Commission, said 
that there is a definite trend toward 
public ownership in the area and many 
obstacles to the movement now have 
been removed. He said that the defeat 
in last November’s election in Washing- 
ton of Initiative 139, which would have 
required public utility districts to get 
public approval of bond issues; the 
public approval of a PUD in Yakima, 
and the placing of the public ownership 
movement in competent hands 
the three most important things which 
have spurred the trend. Yakima is con- 
sidered the heart of the Pacific Power & 
Light Co. system. 


of the 


were 


Progress in Oregon 


In Oregon, Dr. Raver said, the public 
ownership movement is not as far ad- 
vanced as it is in Washington but 
progress is being made, with business 
groups showing more interest. 
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When generating units have been in- 
stalled at Bonneville and Grand Coulee 
the government power administration 
will be in a position to serve Washing- 
ton, Oregon, northern Idaho and west- 
ern Montana. The creation of the 
Columbia River Authority, a bill now 
in Congress, will provide the means by 
which private utility facilities can be 
taken over by the PUDs without much 
difficulty. RFC will be the source of 
financial means. 

At the conferences last week were 


Donald C. Barnes, president, and Sam- 
uel B. Tuell, vice-president, of Engi- 
neers Public Service Co., Dr. Raver, Dr. 
William Dittmer, Gerard C. Davidson 
and Ben Thoron for Bonneville, and 
A. G. Ziebell, chairman of the negotiat- 
ing committee for the PUDs in Puget 
Sound Power & Light Co. territory. 
Following the conferences a 
statement was issued which said: 
“Further studies will be prosecuted 
diligently, and if an offer is made the 
security holders and the public will be 
advised pronmiptly. All those present (at 
the meeting) deplored the speculative 
activities in the company’s securities, 
which either the buyer or the seller, 
one or the other, is sure to regret.” 
There has been considerable specula- 
tion in the preferred issues of Puget 
Sound Power & Light recently, appar- 
ently based upon the assumption that 
the deal was to be 


joint 


consummated at 
[Continued on page 4] 





Associated Gas Shifts Officials 


Shifting of top operating officials of 
subsidiaries of Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric System has been undertaken by 
trustees to fill vacancies and to meet 
a pattern set by those directing reorgan- 
ization of the system. 

Bombshell in the shifting occurred 
last Wednesday when the squabbles of 
Virginia Public Service Co., the Associ- 
ated Gas trustees and the state com- 
mission broke out in the resignation of 
M. J. O'Connell, president of the 
utility, and L. U. Nolan one of its di- 
rectors. Mr. O’Connell, who has been 
president since April, 1938, and con- 
nected with companies 
over 25 years, stated that he would “be- 
come associated in an executive capac- 
ity with one of the largest industrial 
companies in Virginia.” 

Mr. O'Connell, who replaced Alex 


predecessor 


James H. McGraw, Jr., President; 
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Speer, is now to be succeeded by him, 
at least on a temporary basis. 

Ralph D. Jennison has resigned as 
president of Utility Management and 
president of Metropolitan Edison to 
become president of New York State 
Electric & Gas Co. to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation some time 
ago of Harry Reid. 

Ormrod Titus, executive vice-presi- 
dent of New York State Electric & Gas 
Co., has resigned to become president of 
the Metropolitan Edison Co., Reading, 
Pennsylvania. 

J. H. Shearer has retired as president 
of Pennsylvania Edison Co.. effective 
February 1, and will be retained in an 
advisory and consulting capacity by 
this company. 

E. H. Werner has resigned as vice- 
president of Metropolitan Edison to 





Editorial and Execu- 


All communications about subscriptions should be addressed to the 
Howard Ehrlich, 


Executive Vice-President; James H. McGraw, 
Subscription 
Great Britain and British pos- 
Entered as second-class-matter, November 


1941, by McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, Inc. 















































































become president of Pennsylvania Edi- 
son Co., Altoona, Pa. 

Miles Cary has resigned as president 
of Tidewater Power Co., Wilmington, 
N. C., and has been succeeded by Nor- 
man FE. Drexler, vice-president and di- 
vision manager of Virginia Public 
Service Co. 

Direction of the Associated System 
from Utility Management is now cen- 
tered in four  vice-presidents—Alex 
Speer, in charge of operations; Ernest 
J. Howe, in charge of finance; L. D. 
Staver, in charge of accounting, and 
A. F. Tegan, in charge of integration 
and consolidation. All four were for- 
merly in government service, Mr. Speer, 
formerly president of Virginia Public 
Service Co., who, after his ouster, joined 
Secretary Ickes’ PWA power projects 
division; Mr. Howe with TNEC, Mr. 
Tegan with SEC and Mr. Staver with 
the Maritime Commission. 
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the conferences. The $5 preferred rose 
from a low of $58 a share to a high 
of $112 a share, but lost some ground 
since the conferences. The $6 preferred 
rose from a low of $13.25 to a high of 
$67 % and the common stock has been 
active on the upside. 

Dr. Raver said that Bonneville had 
been criticized in the past for not 
taking a more active part in the public 
ownership movement, but this was due 
to the fact that machinery had not been 
set up for such purposes. Now, with 
RFC funds and an “over-all” corpora- 
tion, the authority is in a position to 
enter active negotiations with the pri- 
vate utilities to aid the PUDs in acquir- 
ing facilities. How active Bonneville 
will be in the future will depend largely 
on the attitude of the PUDs. 

Strong opposition to private financial 
interests acting as negotiators and at 
the same time doing the financing for 
the PUD was expressed by Dr. Raver. 
His reference was to recent activities by 
Guy C. Myers, who was active in Ne- 
braska public ownership movements. 
Dr. Raver said that all financing should 
be on a competitive basis and there 
should be no recurrence of the Cowlitz 
County PUD financing, where there 
was a sizable spread between the price 
the PUD received for the bonds and 
what they were offered to the public. 
Where Bonneville is concerned in any 
negotiations the authority will be its 
own negotiator. 

Last week Senator Homer T. Bone 
expressed concern over the rapid rise 
in Puget Sound stocks and said that he 
would ask the SEC to investigate the 
situation. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Back 1N 1890, when Victoria, B.C., 
had a population of 17,000 and mud 
flats covered what is now the city’s 
finest downtown area, Albert T. Gow- 
ard, now vice-president of B. C. Elec- 
tric Railway Co., Ltd., joined the 
predecessor company, the National 
Electric Tramway & Light Co., Ltd. 
Recently he was honored upon comple- 
tion of his fiftieth year with the com- 
pany and many instances of his early 
life were recalled by those who 
gathered to celebrate the occasion. A 
star athlete in his early days, Mr. 








Goward held championships in tennis, 
member of the soccer title team in 
1895 and captain of the Victoria rugby 
team from 1897 to 1902. He excelled 
at cricket and was good at lawn bowl- 
ing. He has been bookkeeper, street 
car man, meter reader and one of an 
office staff of two during his early 
years. He said he had worked under 
four general managers and presidents. 


OF UNUSUAL INTEREST was the all- 
day school of architecture held by the 
N. Y. section of LE.S. this week. A 
new departure, it was somewhat in 
the nature of an experiment. It was 
designed to teach lighting men archi- 
tecture. H. Vandervoort Walsh of 
New York conducted the course. 


Joun F. Harvey, Boston Edison 
merchandising division, is $50 ahead in 
winning second prize in the recent 
nation-wide contest in window displays 
sponsored by Landers, Frary & Clark. 


ANY OF THE 23,000 employees in the 
Schenectady plant of General Electric 
Co. who forget their badges will have 
to do a bit of fast leg work back home 
to retrieve the identification in the 
future as the company, operating on de- 
fense contracts, will refuse admission 
to its plant without the badge. E. D. 
Spicer, plant manager, says the com- 
pany has discontinued the practice of 
permitting employees who forgot 
badges to obtain gate passes. 


THERE APPEARS to be no lack of mar- 
ket for sale of British holdings of 
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American securities. Last week a 
block of 46,891 shares of Pacific Gas 
& Electric were snapped up by in- 
vestors at 285% after the close of the 
regular market. The same condition 
existed when a block of around 60,000 
shares of North American Co. common 
stock was offered at $17. The North 
American stock, however, was not 


British held. 


TVA eEmpLoyEEs, 10,000 of them, 
have received pay increases totaling a 
million dollars. The raise was agreed 
upon at the annual wage conference 
between TVA and the TVA Trades 
and Labor Council. 


Utility Asks Review 
of New River Case 


Appalachian Electric Power Co. has 
asked the Supreme Court to reconsider 
its decision of December 16 extending 
government authority over the streams 
of the nation on the basis that it would 
mean destruction of the dual form of 
federal and state government. 

“The principles announced, the util- 
ity said in its petition to the court, 
“extend the constitutional authority of 
the United States in relation to naviga- 
ble waters far beyond the limits pre- 
viously set by the decisions of this court, 
destroy the rights of the states in such 
waters and set aside the principle, 
which has prevailed since the foun- 
dation of our government, that the fed- 
eral government may not exercise au- 
thority not granted to it.” 

The decision of the court was in 
relation to the company’s Claytor Dam 
hydro project on the New River near 
Radford, Va. The court ruled that the 
company must take out an FPC license. 


Board Reports Increase 
in Sales and Customers 


Total sales of electricity to ultimate 
consumers by the eleven largest IlIli- 
nois electric utilities during November, 
1940, as compared with the totals for 
the corresponding month in 1939, re- 
vealed a 6.4 per cent increase in reve- 
nue, an 8.0 per cent increase in kilo- 
watt-hours and a 2.5% increase in cus- 
tomers, the state commission reports. 

Residential sales in November, 1940, 
revealed increases of 6.9 per cent in 
revenue, 9.9 per cent in kilowatt-hours 
and 2.1 per cent in the number of cus- 
tomers as compared with the same 
month last year. 

Rural sales continued to register in- 
creases in November, 1940, as com- 
pared with the same month in 1939 as 
did also power and other sales. 
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Sec Rejects System 
Plan of Columbia Gas 


Commission rules that electric and gas utility properties cannot be 


combined to make a single integrated system — Finds voting 


power unfairly and inequitably distributed 


Application of Columbia Gas & Elec- 
tric Corp. for an overall approval of its 
voluntary plan for geographical inte- 
gration under the Public Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act has been refused by 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. The company has asked that, ex- 
cluding certain of its subsidiaries, it 
be found a single geographically inte- 
grated system. 

SEC held that electric and gas utility 
properties cannot be combined to make 
asingle integrated system because both 
types of properties are separate “sys- 
tems” under the terms of the act. 
This ruling raised the question as to 
the procedure combination companies 
must take to meet act requirements. If 
the electric units are considered one 
integrated system then the gas system 
is considered as an additional one and 
the utility must justify retention of the 
second system to meet act require- 
ments. 


System Proposal 


Columbia has proposed: 


1. Dissolution of six inactive subsidi- 
aies which have no assets. 

2. Transfer to Columbia of three 
vholly owned subsidiary companies by 
Atlantic Seaboard Corp., the only sub- 
diary company of Columbia which is 
aregistered holding company. 

3. Transfer of the assets of Eastern 
Pipe Line Co., a subsidiary of Co- 
lumbia, to Home Gas Co., another sub- 
diary, and the dissolution of Eastern. 

4. Transfer to Columbia by United 
fuel Gas Co., a public utility subsidi- 
ay, of Big Marsh Oil Co., a non-utility 
subsidiary. 

Only part of the holding company 
ystem was presented to the SEC be- 
‘ause the other part, which includes 
the American Fuel & Power Co. and 
iis subsidiaries—Michigan Gas Trans- 
nission Corp., Indiana Gas Distribu- 
ion Corp., Panhandle Eastern Pipeline 
Co. and Columbia Oil & Gasoline Corp. 
~has been and is still involved in anti- 
Tust prosecutions. 

The SEC found that the operations 
if the companies forming that part of 
's holding system which the corpora- 
‘on submitted for approval are not 
nfined to a single integrated public 
itility system and therefore do not 
“mply with the integration require- 
tents of Section 11(b) (1) and that 
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the corporate structure of Columbia 
Gas & Electric does not comply with 
the provisions of Section 11(b) (2). 

The commission found that the vot- 
ing power is unfairly and inequitably 
distributed among the security holders 
of at least three of the more important 
companies in the system, Dayton Power 
& Light Co., Iron Gas & Electric Co., 
and Columbia itself. 


Central Power Sells 
Properties to PUD 


Properties of the Central Power Co., 
Nebraska subsidiary which the Middle 
West Corp., planned to dispose of in 
complying with SEC requirements for 
geographical integration, have been 
sold for $6,760,000 to the Consumers 
Public Power District of Columbus, 
Neb. Sale involved electrical properties 
serving 50 Nebraska communities. 

Of the $6,760,000 purchase price the 
Central Power company has already 
received $6,225,000. This price is suf- 
ficient, according to V. M. Johnson, 
president, to enable the company to re- 
tire all the bonds and other obligations, 


to pay its preferred-stock holders par 
and all accrued and unpaid dividends 
and to pay its common-stock holders a 
substantial amount (although mate- 
rially less than the par value of their 
shares. ) 

Charles B. Fricke, president of the 
district, a municipal corporation, said 
that the properties in Grand Island, 
Kearney and Nebraska City would be 
turned over to those cities when and if 
they decide to operate them. 


Protest Wholesale Rates 
Before Federal Board 


Customers of the Wachusett Elec- 
tric Co., through their attorney, have 
filed with the Federal Power Commis- 
sion a formal complaint against the 
rates for electric energy sold at whole- 
sale by the New England Power Co. 
to the Wachusett company, both of 
which are part of the New England 
Power Association system. 

The complainants, who state that 
they have a petition for a rate reduc- 
tion pending before the Department of 
Public Utilities of Massachusetts, as- 
sert that the rates affecting what is 
termed “wholesale purchase of elec- 
tric energy in interstate commerce” 
are subject to regulation only by the 
Federal Power Commission and that 
provisions of the Federal Power Act 
have been and are now violated. Vio- 
lations alleged in the complaint in- 
clude the charge that the New England 
Power Co. grants undue preference to 
other customers and subjects the Wa- 
chusett company to undue prejudice, 
maintaining unfair differences in rates. 





TAKE OWN PRESCRIPTION—Keene divisional offices of the Public Service Co. of New 
Hampshire utilize strip lighting with flush plates in soundproof ceiling to demonstrate 
value of modern facilities to visitors and “prospects” 
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New Jersey Utility Plans 
Budget of $28,000,000 


More than $17,000,000 allocated to electric department of Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co. tor further expansion of facilities — 
New generating capacity to be added 


More than $28,000,000 for new con- 
struction, equipment and replacements 
has been authorized by Public Service 
Corp. of New Jersey in its 1941 budget 
for its subsidiary operating companies. 

Of this sum, more than $17,000,000 
has been allocated to the electric de- 
partment of Public Service Electric & 
Gas Co. for further expansion of its 
electric facilities. This makes a total of 
more than $70,000,000 appropriated 
since January, 1937, for the electric 
branch of the business, capital more 
than adequate for whatever demands 
may be necessitated by the speeding up 
of the war defense program, it was 
stated. 


Adds New Units 


Among the major additions to plant 
and equipment made possible by this 
$70,000,000 is a 50,000-kw. turbine at 
Essex generating station in Newark in 
1938, a 100,000-kw. unit put into opera- 
tion at Burlington generating station in 
November, 1940, and a 50,000-kw. in- 
crease at Marion generating station in 
Jersey City which will be completed in 
the spring. 

The company stated that contracts 
have recently been placed for another 
100,000-kw. unit at Burlington which 
will be ready in 1942 or early in 1943. 
When this unit goes into service the 
total generating capacity of the system 
will be 987.700 kw. 

The 1941 electric program calls for 
two new substations, one at New Mil- 
ford, Bergen County, the other in North 
Brunswick Township, south of the city 
of New Brunswick. The low-tension 
facilities at Rutherford substation will 
be reconstructed this year. 

Approximately $1,000,000 will be 
spent in construction of underground 
conduits and laying of cable for the 
transmission of power in various parts 
of the company’s territory. A like sum 
is made available annually for this kind 
of improvement. 

Other expenditures by the electric 
department will include circuit rein- 
forcements and replacements of over- 
head and underground facilities which 
have become obsolete. 

The gas department has a budget of 
$2.500.000 and the transportation sub- 
sidiaries will buy 269 buses this year to 
be distributed among the various lines 
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of the two companies. In 1940 there 
were added 242 buses. 


MKB to Start Unique 
Electric Range Drive 


The Modern Kitchen Bureau is 
launching this spring a unique cam- 
paign on electric ranges, one which is 
designed to draw male cooks into dealer 
and utility showrooms. A spur to the 
drive as an interest getter is the book- 
let of “Famous Recipes by Famous 
Men” and the award of diplomas in the 
art of he-man cookery to men hobbiests 





in return for their favorite recipes. The 
diploma will be signed by the famous 
artist James Montgomery Flagg. 

The plan, originated and carried out 
by twelve participating manufacturers, 
is being sent to electric utilities 
throughout the country and to some 
22.000 dealers. 

Above is a reproduction of the he- 
man cook diploma. 


Federal Regulation 
Opposed by C. L. & P. 


On the ground that the Connecticut 
Light & Power Co. is purely an intra- 
state utility, the jurisdiction of the Fed- 
eral Power Commission has been de- 
nied by the company, which has been 
cited for a public hearing on the mat- 
ter in Washington February 11. Presi- 
dent C. L. Campbell said that the 
company is solely under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Connecticut Public Utilities 
Commission and cannot properly com- 





ply with certain regulations issued by 
the federal board. Some of these rules, 
he declared, would result in great hard 
ship and expense. 

“Tt seems unfortunate,” President 
Campbell said, “that at a time lik: 
this, when all the energy and efforts 
of the organization are directed toward 
furnishing and supplying adequate 
power to meet national defense needs. 
the time of the officers and staff should 
be taken up on a matter of this kind, 
which cannot be of any benefit to the 
public.” 

Since the passage of the federal act 
several years ago which gave the na- 
tional government increased jurisdic- 
tion over utilities engaged in interstate 
transmission the Connecticut Light & 
Power Co. has sought to maintain a 
purely intrastate business, severing all 
connections with transmission circuits 
crossing state boundaries and_ with 
other utilities whose lines are in any 
way tied into interstate facilities. 


Lehman Asks Support 
of St. Lawrence Plan 


Full co-operation by New York State 
with the federal government in the de- 
velopment of the St. Lawrence River 
was asked by Gov. Herbert H. Lehman 
in the second half of his message to the 
Legislature this week. This is the first 
time that the Governor has completely 
indorsed the power project, long fav- 
ored by President Roosevelt. So far a 
resolution to condemn the project has 
been introduced. A fight is forecast. 

In referring to the St. Lawrence de- 
velopment, Governor Lehman confined 
his comments to its value as a power 
producer. “I believe,” he said, “the de- 
velopment and utilization of St. Law- 
rence power is an urgent necessity. 
Because of this belief I conferred last 
summer with the trustees of the State 
Power Authority and thereafter pre- 
sented to the President proposals look- 
ing toward the immediate undertaking 
of the St. Lawrence development.” He 
expressed hope that favorable Con- 
gressional action will be forthcoming 
as soon as final agreement with Canada 
is reached. 

Proposals for public development of 
the latent power resources of the Ni 
agara River were also made by the 
Governor. He called for these resources 
to be safeguarded for the people ot 
New York State. 

Another important recommendation 
was made by Governor Lehman wien 
he asked that sub-metering companies 
be brought under regulation. At pres 
ent these companies are not supervi-ed 
or regulated by any government bly. 

The Governor recommended  1)at 
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itilities be forced to offer consumers 
the lowest electric rate and not leave it 
up to customer selection. Other recom- 
mendations included that utilities be 
forced to keep but one set of books, 
that books should show depreciation as 
well as original cost. He said that the 
temporary rate law and other measures 
which have been enacted in the last 
few years have saved the consumers of 
the state more than $60,000,000 each 


vear. 


Allow Illinois Utilities 
to Build New Lines 


Illinois Commerce Commission has 
granted certificates to four electric 
utilities companies to construct 49.07 
miles of rural electric line in sixteen 
counties of the state. 

The companies and the mileage of 
line each will build are: Illinois Jowa 
Power Co., 13.36 miles; Peoples Power 
Co., 3.20 miles; Public Service Co. of 
Northern Illinois, 2.61 miles; Illinois 
Northern Utilities Co., 29.90 miles. 

The lines are to be built in Knox, 
Piatt. Madison, St. Clair, Warren, 
Bureau. Rock Island, Kane, Lake, Ogle, 
Whiteside, McHenry, Boone, Jo Daviess, 
Carroll and Lee counties. 

In another order the commission 
granted a certificate to the Illinois Iowa 
Power Co. authorizing it to increase 
voltage from 6,900 to 11,000 on 13.25 
miles of existing transmission line and 
to construct a 3-mile extension on the 
line in Bond County to meet the com- 
pany’s requirements in serving the 
community of Keyesport. 


Three Miami River Hydro 
Developments Proposed 


Federal Power Commission has re- 
ceived from Thomas V. Fitzpatrick of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, an application for a 
preliminary permit for a power proj- 
ect to be constructed on the Miami 
River in Hamilton and Butler Counties, 
Ohio. 

Three hydro-electric developments 
are contemplated for inclusion in the 
proposed project. The Cleves develop- 
ment will include a power house having 
installed capacity of 13,300 hp., the 
New Baltimore development will have 
a power house having installed capac- 
ity of 16,000 hp. and the Woodsdale 
development a power house of 8,000 
hp. installed capacity. 

‘he energy generated would serve 
the municipal plant at Hamilton, Ohio, 
ani the proposed municipal plant at 
Middletown, Ohio. 
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Northern States Power 
to Spend $8,160,000 


Program includes major improvements and completion of a 50,000-kw. 
unit at High Bridge station — New 13,000-kv. line to be 
built — Other improvements planned in budget 


Northern States Power Co. will spend 
$8,160,000 in 1941 for improvement and 
expansion of its Minnesota, Dakota and 
Wisconsin properties, President Robert 
F. Pack disclosed in a budget report. 
The new budget is $2,281,500 under the 
larger than normal 1940 budget of 
$10,441,500. 

Of the $8,160,000 set aside for next 
year’s construction program, $7,250,000 
has been allocated to Northern States 
Power Co. of Minnesota and $910,000 
to the Wisconsin affiliate. 


Major Improvements 


The program includes some major 
improvements at the High Bridge steam 
plant in St. Paul and completion there 
of work on a new 50,000-kw. generating 
unit started under the 1940 construc- 
tion program. The 1940 program saw 
completion, last fall, of a new 13,400- 
hp. French Island steam plant at La 
Crosse, Wis. 

In Minneapolis additional equipment 
for protection against fire and other 
service interruption is contemplated at 
the Riverside station. A new 13,000-kv. 
line will be built from Aldrich Avenue 


substation to the downtown area. To 
help serve the growing community of 
St. Louis Park a new substation will 
be built within its limits. 

A substation also will be constructed 
at Hugo as a new source of current for 
the Forest Lake and White Bear areas 
and a 23,000-volt line will be built from 
this substation to White Bear. Another 
substation will be erected at White 
Bear. 

Capacity of substations at Golden 
Valley, Osseo and Hopkins will be in- 
creased. A new 13-kv. line will be 
built between Rosetown and New Can- 
ada substations. 

Additional coal-handling equipment 
is to be installed at the Fargo steam 
station and larger transformers installed 
at Fargo and West Fargo substations. 
Transformers and regulator capacity 
will be expanded at Northfield and 
Pine Lake. 

The Wisconsin company budget in- 
cludes rebuilding 66,000-volt lines be- 
tween Lake City and Wabasha, Minn., 
between Alma Center and Sparta, Wis. 
Capacity of the line from Nelson to 


Pepin will be increased from 6,600 to 
12.000 volts. 





STATIC CONDENSERS—Attleboro Steam & Electric, New England Power Association 
subsidiary, installs five 720-kva., three-phase, Y-connected capacitors at its main sub- 


station for system power-factor improvement. 


Each has 48 15-kva., 2,300-volt fused units 


mounted behind a grill, each section having a solenoid-operated oil circuit breaker 
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POWER FOR THE ARMY—Texas Power & Light Co. expanded this substation and 
completed construction of facilities to make electric service available to Camp Bowie 
at Brownwood in less than ten days after the contract had been executed 





Carson Views Effect 
of Monetary Policy 


A sound monetary policy as it affects 
our foreign trade was placed in the fore- 
front of the country’s needs by James 
S. Carson, vice-president of American & 
Foreign Power, Inc., in a survey of 
opinions of directors of the Merchants 
Association of New York published by 
the association. 

Mr. Carson stated that the “govern- 
ment in Washington thinks it has the 
answer in the adoption of a hemisphere 
economic policy. It is proposed to lend 
large sums to the countries of Hispanic 
America for the purpose of creating 
dollar exchange to stabilize their local 
currencies and provide the .means to 
enable them to purchase from us their 
wants in manufactured goods and ma- 
chinery. 

“In so far as this policy of loans to 
South and Central America stimulates 
per capita purchasing power in those 
countries it is good,” Mr. Carson said, 
“since our huge stock of gold must be 
redistributed before any lasting domes- 
tic prosperity can be assured in the 
United States, but these loans must be 
of a productive nature and properly 
supervised. If our gold is thus put to 
work it should be a real factor in mak- 
ing effective the good neighbor policy.” 


Will Start Idle Plant 


Niagara Falls Power Co. is ready to 
place its idle Adams station at Niagara 
Falls into immediate production of 
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electricity for national defense indus- 
tries if the Federal Power Commission 
will approve the diversion of more 
water, according to Col. William Kelly, 
vice-president of Niagara Falls Power 
Co. and president of Buffalo, Niagara 
& Eastern Power Corp. 


Carolina Power & Light 
to Build New Steam Plant 


Construction of a 40,000-hp. steam- 
electric plant in the Raleigh area is 
planned by Carolina Power & Light 
Co. The new plant will cost approxi- 
mately $3,000,000 to build and will be 
ready for operation in the spring of 
1942. Work on the plant is to start 
immediately. 


Would End Limitation 
on REA Service Area 


Legislation to end Rural Electrifica- 
tion Authority’s limitation to custom- 
ers and areas not served by central 
stations has made its appearance in 
the new Congress. The bill this year 
is sponsored by Representative Pierce, 
Oregon Democrat, instead of Senator 
MeNary, who previously has sponsored 
similar legislation. 

The present bill is not now expected 
to get serious consideration from Con- 
gress, any more than the previous 
McNary measures. REA is known not 
to be desirous of seeing the legislation 
pass. 


Utility Rushes Power 
to Camp in Ten Days 


Texas Power & Light demon- 
strates preparedness and co- 
operation with government 


An example of co-operation between 
private enterprise and the federal gov- 
ernment, as well as an instance of the 
state of preparedness of the electric 
utility industry for meeting the de- 
mands of the national defense program. 
was provided recently when the Texas 
Power & Light Co. completed the con- 
struction of facilities to make electric 
service available to Camp Bowie, the 
$5.050,000 Army training camp at 
Brownwood, in less than ten days after 
a contract for service had been exe- 
cuted. 


Expect 30,000 Troops 


Ultimate service requirements are 
expected to be in excess of that used 
by the city of Brownwood itself. since 
Camp Bowie officers expect a minimum 
of 30,000 troops to be quartered on the 
85,000-acre campsite and maneuver 
grounds early this year. 

Although actual installation of an 
oil circuit breaker of a type similar 
to that needed at Camp Bowie had 
already begun in a substation in Dallas 
County, the Texas Power & Light Co. 
shipped it to Brownwood as soon as it 
was learned that the job could be 
pushed forward more quickly in that 
manner. 

According to the utility’s engineers, 
increased power requirements of the 
camp in the future may be met easily 
due to the plan of construction followed 
in rearranging the substation and in 
the manner of furnishing the necessary 
power. 

Additions to the substation to serve 
the camp included a 2,000-kva. 60-12.5- 
ky. transformer bank (consisting of four 
667-kva., single-phase transformers) 
and one 15-kv. oil circuit breaker of 
100,000 kva. rupturing capacity. 
Approximately 1,000 man-hours were 
required to install this equipment. In 
addition, there were approximately 
3,000 man-hours of labor required to 
extend the 12.5-kv. line to the Army 
camp. 

Prior to the time electric service was 
made available to the camp there were 
in the Brownwood substation the fol- 
lowing: Two 69-kv. oil circuit breakers, 
each of 500,000 kva. rupturing capacity; 
30 cu.yd. of concrete in the foundations 
for the steel and transformers, and 6 
tons of galvanized steel in the 12.5-kv. 
structure (this structure is bolted, not 
welded), and four 667-kva./60-2.4-kv. 
transformers. 

John W. Carpenter, president of 
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Texas Power & Light, said that “we are 
eager to be of assistance to the federal 
government in supplying whatever 
power requirements may be needed in 
the fast-moving national defense pro- 
gram. Our company is ready, able and 
willing to undertake immediate expan- 
sion of its electric facilities wherever 
needed,” he declared. 


Dissuade Intervention 
in Philadelphia Probe 


City Solicitor Francis F. Burch has 
advised Mayor Lamberton of Phila- 
delphia against city intervention in the 
Public Utility Commission’s investiga- 
tion of electric rates of the Philadel- 
phia Electric Co. 

The recommendation, transmitted by 
the Mayor to City Council, ran counter 
to repeated insistence by Councilman 
George Maxman that the city act to 
end asserted overcharges of some $500,- 
000 a year on street lighting by the 
utility. Council merely referred the 
report to its lighting committee. 

Mr. Burch’s recommendation fol- 
lowed a conference at Harrisburg with 
John Siggins, Jr., chairman of the 
state utility commission, which is di- 
recting its probe primarily to house- 
hold and business rates. 


Hopson Gets Five Years 


Howard C. Hopson, former head of 
Associated Gas & Electric System, has 
been sentenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment for mulcting $20,000,000 from the 
system following his conviction in the 
United States District Court in New 
York. Judge Alfred C. Coxe imposed the 
sentence and the former utility execu- 
tive was sent to the federal penitentiary 
at Lewisburg, Pa. 


Power Plant Expansion 


Oil Field Construction Co., 2650 
Cherry Avenue, Long Beach, Calif., 
has secured a contract from the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, Washington, 
D. C., for expansion and improve- 
ments in power plant at Naval Operat- 
ing Base, San Diego, Calif., at $128,750, 
and will proceed with work at once 
(Specifications 10143). 


Utility Budget $5,022,580 


In keeping with national defense pro- 
duction in Indianapolis industries, the 
Indianapolis Power & Light Co. has 
innounced that its 1941 construction 
forecast calls for total expenditures of 
$5,022,580. 
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Interstate Power to Add 
New Generating Capacity 


Will install new 7,500-kw. unit at Albert Lea plant and new boiler at 
Dubuque plant — Voltage to be raised on line — Plans 
call for expenditure of $1,950,000 


Additions costing about $1,950,000 
are being contemplated by the Inter- 
state Power Co. to increase the gener- 
ating capacity of the Albert Lea and 
Dubuque steam plants with improve- 
ments to the interconnected transmis- 
sion line system between Albert Lea 
and Dubuque. Tentative plans have 
been drawn and bids asked. 

At the Albert Lea steam plant a new 
7,500-kw. 80 per cent power factor 
turbo-generator with cooling tower to 
provide a supply of condensing water 
for the turbine and a 90,000-lb.-per- 
hour gas-fired boiler, together with nec- 
essary auxiliaries, are contemplated. 


Operate as a Unit 


The boiler will be designed for 450 
lb. per sq.in. to furnish steam at 400 
lb. and 825 deg. temperature to the 
new unit. The new boiler and turbine 
are expected to be operated as a unit, 
with provision for furnishing steam 
through a pressure-reducing and de- 
superheating station to the present 


plant steam header, so that the present . 


turbines can be operated from the new 
boiler if necessary. 

It is planned to install the new 
boiler in a location now occupied by 


two 400-hp., coal-fired, low-pressure 
Heine boilers. The turbine will be 
installed between existing ones. 

At the Dubuque plant a new build- 
ing addition is planned to house a new 
boiler having a capacity of 150,000 lb. 
per hour, which will operate at the 
present station steam conditions of 
275 lb., 580 deg., but designed for 
ultimate operation at 675 lb., 900 deg. 
total temperature. 

The installation of the boiler will 
increase the effective steam-generating 
capacity by 10,000 kw., or sufficient to 
make full use of the three turbines 
installed at this plant having a capacity 
of 37,000 kw. 

At present there is under construc- 
tion a new 66-kv. line from Independ- 
ence to Ossian which will later be ex- 
tended to conduct directly to a new 
substation at Decorah, which will be 
the switching center for the present 
line from Albert Lea and Dubuque. 
It is planned to raise the voltage on the 
Albert Lea-Decorah line from 33,000 
to 66,000 volts, and with this completed 
improved service will be provided to 
the Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota 
areas, permitting large exchange of 
power between Albert Lea and Du- 
buque. 





TO BE EXPANDED—Dubuque station of Interstate Power Co., where an addition will 
be built to house a new boiler of 150,000 lb. per hour as part of a $1,950,000 con- 
struction program. A 7,500-kw. unit is to be installed at the Albert Lea plant 
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Utilities Seen Ready 
in National Defense 


The national expansion of generating 
plants made or on order is tremendous 
and makes unnecessary any federal 
worry as to this part of the defense 
program or the federal development of 
any power projects for national defense 
such as has been proposed on a large 
scale in the St. Lawrence project or on 
a miniature scale at Enfield in the Con- 
necticut Valley, according to Samuel 
Ferguson, president of Hartford Elec- 
tric Light Co. 

Mr. Ferguson pointed out that the 
electric industry completed approxi- 
mately 1,800,000 kw. of generating ca- 
pacity in 1940, has under construction 
for completion in 1941 capacity of 
3,400,000 kw., and under order for com- 
pletion in 1942 capacity of 2.300.000 
kw., a total of 7,500,000 kw. of capacity 
for the three years. 


More Power Capacity 


Connecticut’s part in this expansion 
program, Mr. Ferguson said, is repre- 
sented by increases in the generating 
capacity of the state by more than 
120,000 kw. in the territory served by 
all of the principal companies of the 
state, in spite of the fact that the peak 
loads of the year have now been carried 
without strain and with a reasonable 
margin of unused reserves. 

Mr. Ferguson said that in past years 
the major problems which have occu- 
pied the minds of electric utility man- 
agements in Connecticut have been 
those connected: 

1. With methods of efficient expan- 
sion of facilities more completely to 
cover the rural territories of the state 
as well as to care for the increasing re- 
quirements of existing customers, and 

2. With improved methods of oper- 
ation, coupled with increase of busi- 
ness volume, in order to lower costs and 
thus to make possible a gradual lower- 
ing of rates. 

During the past year, Mr. Ferguson 
said. there has been superimposed a 
third very important problem, namely, 
that of the industry’s participation in 
national defense. 

This participation, he declared, takes 
two forms. The first by voluntary plan- 
ning and expenditures to provide suf- 
ficient facilities for the very large tem- 
porary requirements of war industry 
plants and the second consisting of 
compulsory contributions to the federal 
government in the form of increased 
taxation to cover the necessary cost 
of armaments. 

Mr. Ferguson said that taxes have 
grown to the point where they now ex- 
ceed wages or fuel and that since the 
governments have added more taxes 
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on the company to pay. for defense and 
public welfare, customers must subordi- 
nate their interest in reduced prices to 
the needs of the nation and stockholders 
likewise must subordinate any desires 
for increased earnings that otherwise 
might be expected from the temporary 
large volume of business which is antici- 
pated this year. 


Files Tax Liens 


Tax liens have been filed against the 
Public Utility Investing Corp. (Dela- 
ware) totaling $928,966 for federal in- 
come and excess profits taxes it alleged- 
ly owes as transferee of the assets of 
five other Associated Gas & Electric 
System subsidiaries. James J. Hoey, 
Collector of Internal Revenue for the 
Southern District of New York, filed 
the liens as a result of testimony at the 
trial of Howard C. Hopson, former head 
of the Associated system. 


T. F. English Dies 


Thomas F. English, vice-president 
and general manager of the Indiana & 
Michigan Electric Co., South Bend, 
Ind., died on January 11, at the age 


of 62. 





MEETINGS 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual winter 
conference of association committees, Montreal, 
Que., January 20-21. B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 
804 Tramways Bldg., 159 Craig St., West, 
Montreal. 


American Society of a, and Ventilating 
Engineers—Annual meeting, Muehlebach Hotel, 
Kansas City, Mo., January 27-29. A. V. Hutch- 
ne. secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, 

is 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Winter 
convention, Philadelphia, Pa., January 27-31. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute—Electrical equipment 
committee, Statler Hotel, Detroit, Mich., Feb- 
ruary 10-12: transmission and distribution com- 
mittee, Statler Hotel, Detroit, February 17-19. 
Major H. S. Bennion, managing director, 420 
Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers—Annual meeting, Institute headquar- 
ters, New York, February 17-20. A. H. Parsons, 
secretary, 2? West 39th Street, New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Winter meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., 
February 17-21. W. J. Donald, managing direc- 
tor, 155 East 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual conven- 
tion, Tulsa, Okla., March 17-18. Kate A. Nib- 
lack, secretary, 625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Spring meeting, Atlanta, Ga., April 1-3, C. E. 
Davies, national secretary, 29 West 39th St., 
New York, N. Y 


Midwest Power Conference—Fourth annual meet- 
ing, Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., April 9-10. 
Charles N. Nash, conference secretary, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, 3300 Federal St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 


Electrochemical Society—Spring meeting, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, April 16-19. Colin G. Fink, secre- 
tary, Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 

Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 23-25. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
Merchants Bank Bldg., 10! West High St., 
Jefferson City, Mo. 
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Frigidaire Preview 
on 1941 Appliances 


New electric _ refrigerators 
ranges announced by Frigidaire fo: 
1941 were shown in New York re- 
cently at a preview given by this 
division of the General Motors Sales 
Corporation. 

There are fifteen models in the elec- 
tric refrigerator line this year, seven 
of which employ the company’s “Cold- 
Wall” feature introduced in 1939. 
Nine of the models have food storage 
capacity of 6 cu.ft., one model is the 
8-cu.ft. size and two others have 9 cu.ft. 
capacity; 9-cu.ft., single-door models 
are offered by Frigidaire for the first 
time in five years. There are also one 
3-, one 4- and one 13.5-cu.-ft. models in 
the 1941 line. Larger space is pro- 
vided in the new models for the safe- 
keeping of frozen foods. 

Nine models make up the 1941 range 
line, including a combination electric 
range and kitchen heater using solid 
fuels. The top heat units provide five 
specific heats, are now of the tubular 
type and are said to be up to 18 per 
cent faster than previously. Fluores- 
cent top lights are used on the two 
principal models. 


and 


Study P. G. & E. Operations 


The California Railroad Commission 
will undertake its annual study of Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric Co. financial oper- 
ations this month, according to Ray L. 
Riley, president of the commission. Mr. 
Riley termed the study a “routine 
check-up” in connection with the com- 
mission’s policy of nearly continuous 
investigations of utility operations in 
the state. Last year these investigations 
resulted in rate reductions aggregating 


more than $7,000,000 annually. 


Electric Exhibit 


The Electrical Manufacturer’s Rep- 
resentatives Association of Michigan 
will hold an industrial electrical show 
at the Masonic Temple in Detroit on 
April 29, 30, May 1, 2. The exhibit 


is held every two years. 


New E.E.I. Manual 


Twenty successful electric water sys- 
tem promotions held by utility com- 
panies in all parts of the United States 
are described in a new manual compiled 
by the farm sales committee 0! the 
Edison Electric Institute. Copies may 
be obtained at 25 cents from the inst- 
tute in New York City. 
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GOOD REASONS 


ROUND-WOUND 
TRANSFORMER 





. .. Six good reasons for considering it 


are listed below. 


It is the only transformer that combines two round coils 
wound directly onto a wound core without disturb- 
ing the core after it has been annealed. 

It is a distinctly new transformer in that it provides for 
improved regulation at all power factors due to lower 
reactance, lower resistance and lower impedance. 


It is a better transformer in ratio of losses as a result of 


lower copper losses and lower total losses. 

It is a transformer of uniformly longer service life because 
of uniform high impulse strength, greater mechan- 
ical strength of round coils and improved time- 
temperature characteristics. 


It is a transformer of uniformly lower exciting current 


which is made possible through the elimination of 


air gaps in the core. 


L-M engineers announce a new dis- 
tribution transformer in which is 
employed a wound core and round 
coils ...a transformer, which because 
of its construction and performance 
characteristics, will increase your rev- 
enue, decrease your operating expense, 
and improve your customer relations 


It meets the new E. E. I. and N. E. M. A. standards for dis- 


tribution transformer construction in every detail. 


The L-M ROUND-WOUND transformer is in produc- 
tion in single phase, 60 cycle ratings of 14% to 25 
Kv-a, 7620 volts and below, with prompt deliveries on 


1% to 742 Kv-a. 


The development of the L-M ROUND-WOUND trans- 
former is already acknowledged to be one of the most 
important in the history of distribution transformers. 


The Line Material Company offers you the first de- 


tailed information regarding this transformer in the 
bulletin LMB-41161. Write for it. 


LINE MATERIAL COMPANY 


A Complete Line of Electrical Transmission Distribution and Street Lighting Equipment 
General Offices: Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Plants: South Milwaukee, Wisconsin * East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania * North Birmingham, Alabama 
Oneida, New York ¢ Zanesville, Ohio « Gary, Indiana « Barton, Wisconsin * Toronto, Ontario, Can. 


Sales Offices in thirty-seven cities ... Warehouses in fifty-one cities 
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FOREIGN PLANT—Large additions to $ 
Bunnerong power house is the coal-operate: 
plies most of the city’s power needs, Lar¢ 
years is the reason why these extensions 
being made. They will approximately « 

Australian made by Babcock 
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FEDERAL POWER—Under the glare of powerful lights work continues at night on the govern- 
ment’s power project at Grand Coulee Dam on the Columbia River. Most of the concrete has 
already been placed. When the units start operations this year a tremendous amount of power i J 
will be available to the Pacific Northwest # | ty AT 
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SPEEDS WORK—Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. is rushing work on the installation of 
the 15,000-kw. General Electric topping unit and two new 185,000-lb.-per-hour Combustion 
Engineering steam-generating units to operate at 1,425 lb., the tubes and drums of which 
can be seen in the center through the steelwork. At left are two elevator casings inclosing 
bucket elevators for delivering coal from underground belt conveyor to coal hoppers 
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ns to Sydney's Electric Power Supply 
l-operated steam turbine plant which sup- 
eds. Large industrial expansion of recent 
extensions, costing about $10,000,000, are 
imately double the output. Boilers are 
Babcock & Wilcox, 600 lb. 


DISTINGUISHED VISITORS—Recent visitors at the Hustonville generating station of Central 
Illinois Public Service Company were (Il. to r.) John A. McPhail, Kings Councilor from Canada 
and also president of Great Lakes Power Company, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., and Oliver E. 
McCormick, vice-president Middle West Service Company. Chicago. With them are president 
L. A. Magraw, Vice-President E, F. Kelly and Chief Engineer J. D. Roberts of the Illinois company 
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FOURTH CHIMNEY — Con- 
struction work on the 300-ft. 
high chimney, the fourth, at 
the Acme station of Toledo 
Edison Co., where a 62,500- 
kva. Westinghouse tandem- 
compound turbo-generator for 
operation at 825 lb. and 835 
deg. is being installed. The 
plant will be completed in 
time to meet the fall load 
this year 


< 


SALESMEN COOKS — Grace 
Deibig, Westinghouse home 
economist, gives Thomas 
Sullivan, Boston Edison's 
Brookline store manager, and 
John Kennedy (right), Edison 
store manager at South 
Boston, pointers on electric 
cooking. Thirty-five male 
members of the company’s 
merchandising department 
went to school the better to 
sell electric cooking 
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TRANSFORMER ON TEST...at the 
transformer factory. A “lightning lab- 
oratory” provides means of testing power 
transformers for protection against lightning. 
Such tests as these, with the resulting 
engineering advancements, assure users of 
uninterrupted service. 


SUPPRESSING THE ENEMIES OF RADIO... 
To a radio interference laboratory at East 
Pittsburgh, Westinghouse engineers bring 
insulators, switches, thermostats and kindred 
devices. All are exhaustively tested for radio 
interference and methods of minimizing 

interference are scientifically developed. 


estinghouse Byala ce 
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ONE OF THE IMPULSE 
LABORATORIES...where de- 
velopment work is being continuously 
carried on to improve electrical appa- 
ratus such as lightning arresters, small 


circuit breakers, etc. Here various types 
of impulse surges are created at will. 


IRONING OUT THE WRINKLES... 
In a laboratory exclusively devoted to 
the solution of conversion problems, a 
large Ignitron rectifier is shown being 


“put through its paces” just be- 
fore shipment. Jl ; 
-970 
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Rise in Production 
Parallels 1940 Gain 


With a seasonal rise over the preced- 
ing week amounting to 4.8 per cent, 
production of electricity by the electric 
light and power industry in the week 
ended January 11 was 2,834,512,000 
kw.-hr., a gain of 9.3 per cent over the 
corresponding week of last year. The 
gain over 1939 amounted to 24.9 per 


cent. 
Output for the most recent week was 
within 2.6 per cent of last winter’s 


peak of 2,910,914,000 kw.-hr., estab- 
lished in the week ended December 21. 
The corresponding margin for last year 
was 1.8 per cent; it was 3.9 per cent 
for 1939. 

While the percentage change over 
1939 was slightly lower for the coun- 
try as a whole in the week ending Janu- 
ary 11 thar in the previous week, four 
of the seven major geographic regions 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1941 1940 1939 
Jan. I! 2,835 Jan. 13 2,593 Jan, 14 2,270 
Jan. 4 2,705 Jan. 6 2,473 Jan. 7 2,169 
1940 1939 1937 
Dec. 28 2,423 Dec. 30 2,404 Jan. | 1,998 
Dec. 21 2,/I1 Dec. 23 2,641 Dec. 25 2,085 
Dec. 14 2 962 Dec. 16 2,605 Dec. 18 2,202 
Dec. 7 2838 Dec. 9 2,586 Dec. I! 2,196 
Nov. 30 2,7%6 Dec. 2 2,539 Dec. 4 2,153 
Nov. 23 2,695 Nov. 25 2,482 Nov. 27 2,065 
Nov. 16 2,752 Nov. 18 2,514 Nov. 20 2,224 
Per cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
Jan. Il Jan. 4 Dec. 28 
New England + 7. + 6.1 + 7.8 
Middle Atlantic +- 7.5 +- 7.2 + 6,1 
Central Industria! . +12.9 +11.6 +11.3 
West Central ; + 5.7 + 7.2 + 6.0 
Southern States + 6.7 + 9.3 +10.8 
Rocky Mountain + 8,1 + 8.2 + 7.8 
Pacific 7.0 +- §.2 + 8.5 
United States + 9,3 + 9.4 + 9.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 


3.0 
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2.8 


1.9 
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the most encourag- 
ing being that in the Central Industrial 
region, which rose from 11.6 to 12.9, the 
largest margin since the week ended 


showed increases, 
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16, 1940. The margin of 
6.7 per cent for the Southern states was 
the smallest for this area since the week 
ended October 12, last. 
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Group of Engineers 
Named for Defense 


Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson 
has named seven leading engineers to 
co-operate with the War Department in 
formulating civilian defense plans. The 
committee members are representatives 
of seven national engineering societies. 
Walter D. Binger, Commissioner of 
Borougk Works of Manhattan, New 
York City, and representative of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
will be chairman of the committee, to 


be known as the National Techno- 
logical Civil Protective Committee. 
Others include W. H. Carrier of 


Syracuse, N. Y., American Society of 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers; 
Harry E. Jordan of New York, Ameri- 
can Waterworks Association; A. B. 
Ray of New York, American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers; Abel Wolman 
of Baltimore, American Public Health 
Association; James L. Walsh of New 
York, American Society of Mechanical 
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Engineers, and Scott Turner of New 
York, American Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers. 

Philip Sporn, vice-president and 
chief engineer of American Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., is expert on power for the 
National Civil Engineers Committee 
for Civilian Relief. 


Rejects Purchase Offer 


The proposal of the city of Charles- 
ton, Miss., to purchase certain proper- 
ties of Mississippi Power & Light Co. 
has been rejected and no counter offer 
made. However, officials of the city 
are expected to continue efforts to ob- 
tain TVA power for the city. 


Appeals Sales Price 


Formal appeal of the Puget Sound 
Power & Light Co. from the United 
States district court jury order which 
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put a $5,000,000 sale price on the com- 
pany’s property in Whatcom County, 
Wash., in the condemnation action 
brought by the Whatcom County PUD, 
has been filed in the Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco. 


Appliance Sales Rise 


Electric refrigerator unit sales in 
Greater Kansas City were 25 per cent 
higher in 1940 than in the preceding 
year. Kansas City dealers’ sales of elec- 
tric ranges were 50 per cent higher than 
in 1939. 

a 


Certifies Employee Group 


The National Labor Relations Board 
has certified the Nev-Cal Employees 
Association as the sole bargaining agent 
of the production employees of the 
Nevada-California Electric Corp. and 
Interstate Telegraph Co., Riverside, 
Calif. 
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Associated Gas Officials 
Assigned New Duties 


Announcement has just been made 
of the transfer of several executives in 
the Associated Gas & Electric System to 
new territories. 

J. Harry Shearer, president and gen- 
eral manager of the Pennsylvania Edi- 
son Co., Altoona, will retire from his 
position on February 1. He will be suc- 
ceeded by E. H. Wer- 
ner, __- vice - president, 
director and_ general 
manager of the Metro- 
politan Edison Co., 
Reading, Pa. 

The career of J. Har- 
ry Shearer with the 
Pennsylvania Edison 
Co., and its predeces- 
sor company, Penn 
Central Light & Power 
Co., covers a period of 
a quarter of a century, 


N. E. Drexler 


while his experience in the electrical 
industry goes back to its pioneer days. 
He obtained his early experience with 
the Thomson-Houston Co., the Powell- 
ton Electric Co., both of Philadelphia, 
and on electrical work at the World’s 
Fair in Chicago. He then spent some 
time in Mexico. He became a mem- 
ber of the Kelvin Engineering Co., 
which purchased some properties on 
the eastern shore of Maryland, and in 
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J. H. Shearer 

















E. H. Werner 


1915 Day & Zimmermann, Inc., pur- 
chased the interests of the Kelvin com- 
pany, together with other properties, all 
of which were merged into the Eastern 
Shore Gas & Electric Co. Mr. Shearer 
was placed in charge of these proper- 
ties until 1916, when he assumed the 
management of the Penn Central Light 
& Power Co. in Altoona as general 
superintendent. 

In 1923 Mr. Shearer was elected 
vice-president and in 1929 president. He 
will remain with the 
company acting in an 
advisory and consult- 
ing capacity. 

Mr. Werner, who 
succeeds Mr. Shearer 
as president and gen- 
eral manager of the 
Pennsylvania Edison 
Co., goes to his new 
position with an experi- 
ence of more than 
thirty years in the en- 
gineering and man- 


R. D. Jennison 


agement branches of the public utility 
business. He entered the public utility 
field with the Duquesne Light Co. and 
the Pittsburgh Railways Co. Subse- 
quently he became president and gen- 
eral manager of the Reading Street 
Railway Co. In 1933 he was made vice- 
president and general manager of 
Metropolitan Edison Co. of Reading, 
the position he now relinquishes. 
Ralph D. Jennison, president of the 
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Utility Management Corp. and of the 
Metropolitan Edison Co., Reading, Pa., 
has been assigned to Binghamton, N. Y., 
as president of the New York State 
Electric & Gas Corp., resigning his for- 
mer positions. 

O. Titus, executive vice-president of 
the New York State Electric & Gas 
Corp., with headquarters in Bingham- 
ton, will succeed Mr. Jennison as presi- 
dent of the Metropolitan Edison Co. 

Mr. Jennison began his utility career 
shortly after graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan in 1908. He en- 
gaged for several years in the manage- 
ment and supervision of the operation 
of utilities in Kentucky, Montana and 
Illinois. Then he became associated 
with W. S. Barstow & Co. and the prop- 
erties of the General Gas & Electric 
Corp. In 1924 he was appointed general 
manager of Barstow and in 1929 was 
made vice-president of that company 
with offices in New York. In 1930, after 
W. S. Barstow & Co. became affiliated 
with the Associated system, Mr. Jen- 
nison was elected vice-president of the 
J. G. White Management Corp., prede- 
cessor of the Utility Management Corp. 
Early in 1937 he was elected president 
of Utility Management. 

Mr. Titus has been connected with 
the Associated system for a number of 
years. Before going to the Binghamton 
area in 1935 to assume the manage- 
ment of that group of properties he was 
group manager of the New York State 
Electric & Gas Corp.’s western New 
York group of properties with head- 
quarters at Lancaster. 

Norman E. Drexler, vice-president 
and division manager of the Virginia 
Public Service Co., eastern division, 
operating in the Peninsula area, has 
been elected president and director of 
the Tide Water Power Co., Wilmington. 
N. C. He is succeeding Miles Cary, who 
recently resigned. Mr. Drexler went te 
Tidewater Virginia in 1912. After four 
years’ service he was transferred 10 
Annapolis, Md., as chief engineer of 
the Maryland Electric Railways Co. 
later returning to the Newport News 
1941 
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properties and subsequently becoming 
manager of the gas and electric depart- 
ments. 

When the Virginia Public Service Co. 
took over the utility operations on the 
Peninsula in 1928 Mr. Drexler became 
eastern division manager in charge of 
all electric, gas, railway, bus and ice 
operations. He was elected vice-presi- 
dent in 1934, retaining his eastern di- 
vision managership. 


Landers, Frary & Clark 
Elects Allen Chairman 


Arthur E, Allen, formerly vice-presi- 
dent of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., has been elected 
chairman of the board of Landers, 
Frary & Clark, New Britain, Conn. 
Richard L. White, treasurer, has been 
elected president, succeeding the late 
Arthur G. Kimball. Mr. White will 
continue in his former office in addi- 
tion to his duties as chief executive. 
B. C. Neece, vice-president and general 
sales manager, has been added to the 
directorate. 

Mr. Allen retired from the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. in 
1938. Since 1939 he has been a director 
of Landers, Frary & Clark, acting in a 
consulting capacity as well. He now suc- 
ceeds to a position which has been 
vacant since the death of C. F. Smith. 

Mr. White joined Landers, Frary & 
Clark in 1923 as assistant treasurer of 
the Standard Vacuum Bottle division. 
He became assistant treasurer of the 
Landers company in 1927, later being 
made treasurer. 


> D. H. Hurcninson, formerly man- 
ager of industrial sales for the Utah 
Power & Light Co., is now associated 
with the Salt Lake City office of the 
Graybar Electric Co. 


> R. H. Fercuson, formerly vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of the Geor- 
gia Power & Light Co. with head- 
quarters in Valdosta, has been elected 
president of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Light & Power Co. with headquarters 
in Bowling Green, Ky. Mr. Ferguson 
succeeds H. V. Armstrong, who died 
last November. 


> James W. Wo tre of the South Caro- 
lina Public Service Commission was 
elected president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Railroad and Utilities Com- 
missioners at the recent annual con- 
vention held in Miami, Fla. R. C. 
Waxerretp of the California commis- 
sion was elected first vice-president and 
J. D. James of the Missouri commis- 
sion second vice-president. 
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Illinois Utility Elects 
New Vice-Presidents 


At a meeting of the board of directors 
of Public Service Co. of Northern IIli- 
nois, held recently, H. P. Sedwick, 


general manager, and W. J. MacPher- 
manager of 


son, industrial relations, 





H. P. Sedwick 


were elected the 
company. 

Mr. Sedwick will continue to have 
the responsibilities heretofore assigned 
to him as general manager and Mr. 
MacPherson will remain in charge of 
the company’s industrial relations. 

Mr. Sedwick was born in Benton- 
ville, Ark., in 1893 and obtained his 
engineering education at the University 
of Arkansas. He entered the employ 
of the Public Service Co. of Northern 
Illinois in 1913 at Evanston as an en- 


vice-presidents of 





W. J. MacPherson 


gineer and was later transferred to 
Waukegan. He was appointed district 
superintendent at Crystal Lake, from 
which position he became assistant to 
vice-president in charge of operations 
and more recently general manager. 
After graduation from Lewis Insti- 
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tute, in 1911, Mr. MacPherson started 
work as a draftsman for the Northwest- 
ern Gas Light & Coke Co., which was 
later consolidated with the Public Serv- 
ice Co. During his early years with the 
company he held various operating 
positions. 

In 1913 he was gas superintendent at 
Pontiac, later becoming superintendent 
of the gas generating station at Blue 
Island. After the World War Mr. Mac- 
Pherson resigned his commission as 
captain with the 77th Infantry, and 
returned to the company. 

After several years as district super- 
intendent, first at Morris and later at 
Ottawa, he was appointed the company’s 
manager of industrial relations with 
headquarters in Chicago. 


OBITUARY 


> W. RopmMan Peasopy. chairman of 
the board of the Western Massachusetts 
Companies, United Electric Light Co., 
Springfield, Mass., and the Pittsfield 
(Mass.) Electric Co., died at his home 
in Milton, Mass., on January 12. He 
was 66 years of age. Mr. Peabody was 
a native of Boston and was educated 
at Harvard College and the Harvard 
Law School. For about 40 years he was 
a partner in the legal firm of Peabody, 
Brown, Rowley and Storey, Boston, and 
was an outstanding leader among New 
England public utility executives and 
counsellors. In his early career he served 
in the Massachusetts Legislature and 
in his many appearances before legis- 
lative committees and regulatory com- 
missions achieved highly constructive 
work in the development of good public 
relations and in clarifying engineering 
and economic matters in connection 
with Connecticut Valley hydro-electric 
power development and utility man- 
agement. 


> Water N. ALBERTSON, president of 
the Albertson Electric Co. and a 
former utilities head, died January 3, 
of a cerebral hemorrhage, at his home 
in Wauwatosa, Wis., at the age of 54. 
Born in Burlington, Wis., Mr. Albert- 
son became an office boy at 17 for the 
present Wisconsin Electric Power Com- 
pany, rising to various executive posi- 
tions. In 1910 he organized the W. N. 
Albertson Co., later reorganized under 
its present title. 

Mr. Albertson acquired control of 
numerous small utilities serving indi- 
vidual Wisconsin communities, later 
selling them to the North American 
Co., the holding company of the Elec- 
tric Co. He then bought small utilities 
throughout the Dakotas, Nebraska and 
Iowa, eventually becoming president of 
the $40,000,000 Central Public Service 
Co. of Omaha, Neb. Mr. Albertson 
returned to Milwaukee in 1930. 
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Record Orders Shown 
by General Electric 


Orders received by General Electric 
Co. for 1940 totaled $654,190,000, as 
against $360,748,000 for 1939, an in- 
crease of 81 per cent, according to 
Charles E. Wilson, president. 

Orders covering equipment for na- 
tional defense purposes, Mr. Wilson 
said, totaled approximately $250,000.- 
000, with the result that the total volume 
of business in 1940 was greater than 
that for any other year in the com- 
pany’s history. 

In the final quarter of last year orders 
received reached the all-time record 
three-month total of $256,380,000, com- 
pared with $112,166.000 for the same 
quarter in 1939, an increase of 129 per 
cent, 

Orders for 1940 and 1939 are com- 
pared by quarters in the following: 


% In- 

1940 1939 crease 

Ist quarter........ $97,490,000 $86,883,000 12 
2d quarter........ 115,163,000 82,189,000 40 
3G Quarter... is... 185,157,000 79,510,000 133 
4th quarter........ 256,380,000 112,166,000 129 
MONE cindohsnkewk $654,190,000 $360,748,000 8 


The results of the company’s finan- 
cial operations for the year 1940 will 
not be available until the latter part of 
March. 


McGraw Electric Reports 
Sales Increase of 19% 


The Toastmaster domestic appliance 
division of McGraw Electric Co. esti- 
mates a sales increase in 1940 over 
the preceding year of 19 per cent, the 
seventh consecutive year in which sales 
have shown a_ progressive increase. 
W. E. O’Brien, Toastmaster domestic 
appliance sales manager, stated that 
prospects for 1941 are bright and indi- 
cations are that business conditions 
throughout the country will enable the 
company and its distributors and deal- 
ers to cash in on this increased busi- 
ness. He sees greater demands for 
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appliances stimulated by rising em- 
ployment and higher wages. The com- 
pany plans its largest advertising cam- 
paign this spring. 


Higher Unit-of-Sale Set 
as Easy’s 1941 Goal 


\ further increase in Easy Washing 
Machine Corp.’s unit-of-sale will be a 
major objective of the.company’s 1941 
program, J. J. Nance, general sales 
manager, has announced. 

“There is every assurance now that 
the entire washing machine industry 
will enjoy a substantial increase in 
volume of sales during 1941,” Mr. 
Nance said. “With buying power on 
the increase, conditions are ideal for 
the promotion of higher price mer- 
chandise.” 

Sales of Easy washers and ironers 
on December 23 established a new high 
for a single day when more than 34 per 
cent more Easy units were reported 
sold than on any previous day in the 
company’s 64 years in the business. 
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Equipment Orders 
Seasonally Lower 


Orders for motors and generators 
and for transmission and distribution 
equipment declined seasonally in 
November following record gains in the 
previous month, according to NEMA. 

The index of orders received for 
transmission and distribution equip- 
ment declined 19.9 points from the 
October figure of 230.7 to 210.8, as 
compared with 137.3 for November, 
1939. The index of orders received for 
motors and generators was off 30.4 
points from the revised figure of 254.3 
in October to 223.9, as compared with 
125.1 for November, 1939. 

An arithmetical average of the index 
numbers for the first eleven months 
gives a figure of 148.9 for motors and 
generators in 1940, as compared with 
93.4 for 1939 and 125.1 for 1937. For 
transmission and distribution equip- 
ment the index averages are 155.6 for 
1940, as against 114.8 for 1939 and 
160.6 for 1937. 
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NEMA INDEX, value of orders received for motors (large d.c., polyphase, synchronous) 
and generators (engine, belt-driven); also for transmission and distribution equipment 
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Kelvinator Awarded 
$1,311,250 Contract 


Nash-Kelvinator Corp., Detroit, has 
been awarded a $1.311.250 contract to 
supply electric refrigerators for the gov- 
ernment’s huge defense housing pro- 
gram. The order was among the first 
announced by the Treasury’s procure- 
ment division, which is acting as a 
central jobber for purchasing larger 
fixtures for the 60,000 or more dwelling 
units to be built for defense workers 
and Army and Navy civilian employees. 

The number of refrigerators involved 
in the Nash-Kelvinator contract was not 
announced, but it is estimated that 
further orders for at least as many more 
units will be placed to outfit all the 
homes in the present program. 

The first contract also included a 
$6.711 award to Stewart-Warner Corp. 
of Chicago for electric meters. 

Bids have been asked from manufac- 
turers of electric ranges and water heat- 
ers under the central purchasing pro- 
gram, but no contracts have been 
awarded. Only a comparatively small 
number of homes will be equipped with 
these appliances. 

There is some talk that the central 
buying program may be extended to 
lighting and switch fixtures, but no de- 
cision has been reached and the pos- 
sible savings are considered by many 
to be too small to be worth the added 
difficulties involved. 


Makers of Refrigerators 
Report Census Decreases 


Manufacturers of refrigerators, do- 
mestic (mechanical and absorption), 
refrigeration machinery and equipment 
and complete air-conditioning units— 
there were 309 in 1939 as compared 
with 280 in 1937—reported total value 
of products for 1939 of $278,645.540, 
a decrease of 23.4 per cent from 1937, 
according to the Bureau of the Census, 
Department of Commerce. 

Wage earners primarily engaged in 
manufacturing in this industry in 1939 
numbered 35,160, a decrease of 30.5 
per cent from 1937, and their wages, 
$48.391.944, were 32.2 
than in 1937. 


per cent less 


a 


New York Metal Prices 


Jan. 15, ‘41 Jan. 7, ‘4l 

Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic ... 12.00* 12.00* 
lead, AS. & R. Price.. 5.50 5.50 
Antimon, ccae ee 14.00 
Nickel, ingot... 35.00 35.00 
Zine Spot 7.64 7.64 
Tin, Straits. . 50.10 50.10 
Aluminum, 99 Per Cent 17.00 17.00 


*Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
aD 
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Field Reports on Business 


National defense orders are comprising a larger proportion of total electrical 
equipment orders now being received by manufacturers. Industrial and utility 
orders are showing expansion, with larger volume due in coming months. All 
regions report increased business, with prospects for 1941 to eclipse 1940. 


NEW YORK 


Government and private orders for elec- 
trical equipment continue to swell the 
backlog of manufacturers. Indications as 
to the extent of government defense orders 
are given by two leading manufacturers, 
General Electric reporting $250,000,000 in 
1940 and Westinghouse reporting 40 per 
cent of all orders received were for de- 
fense equipment. Nash-Kelvinator has been 
awarded a government contract for $1,311.- 
250 for electric refrigerators. More refrig- 
erator orders are in the making. Govern- 
ment orders in the future will be for 
lighting fixtures, switches, electric ranges 
and water heaters. 

Electrical manufacturers report new or- 
ders for a number of generators from utili- 
ties. Capacitors, station lightning arresters, 
transformers, oil circuit breakers, regulat- 
ors, synchronous motors, switchgear and 
motors. The amount of orders from utili- 
ties and industrial concerns is showing an 
increase, 

Bids are being asked by the New York 
Signal Corps procurement district, Army 
Base, Brooklyn, for motor-generator sets 
of 3 kw. and 5 kw. Opening date for the 
bid is January 27. 

Westinghouse is to construct a Naval 
Ordnance plant at Canton, Ohio, at a cost 
of $16,000,000 and will employ 2,000 work- 
ers to manufacture gun mounts and other 
ordnance equipment. General Electric is 
to build a $5,873,800 group of multi-story 
units for parts production and assembling 
of turbo super-chargers and allied equip- 
ment. The new plant will be at Everett, 
Mass. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Inside and outside construction material 
for jobs ranging in size from defense 
camps and the Grand Coulee 230-kv. Puget 
Sound line to specific small rural lines 
and private frame construction provide the 
bulk of present business. 

San Francisco frame building permits 
increased 25 per cent in value during 1940 
over 1939, totaling $16,800,000. The Presi- 
dent’s latest request for Naval defense ap- 
propriations includes $29,000,000 for the 
Pacific Coast, the largest items covering 
$8,500,000 for Oakland base, $3,409,000 for 
Sunnyvale Aeronautical Laboratory and 
$1,803,000 for ammunition depot at Haw- 
thorne, Nev. Metropolitan Life Insurance 
proposes to build 2,500 housing units, cost- 
ing $11,500,000, in San Francisco, and 


2,700 units, costing $12,500,000, in Los 
Angeles. 


Recent orders include $67,789 red cedar 
poles for the Walla Walla, Wash., area: 
$82,905 of 115 and 196 kw. disconnect 
switches for Bonneville system; many scat- 
tered street lighting jobs, ranging from 
$7,500 to $25,000, especially in the expand- 
ing towns of the defense belt, and low 
bids of $171,135 and $305,479, respec- 
tively, for high-tension insulators and cop- 
per wire for the Bonneville transmission 
and distribution system. 

Industrial developments include a $250,- 
000 tool and die plant for Stockton, Calif.; 
an $8,750,000 award to Los Angeles for 
two troop transports, 8,000 hp. turbine 
driven: a low bid of $1,587.000 from San 
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Francisco for penstocks for Central Valley 
project, and a projected Remington small 
arms plant near Denver. 


CHICAGO 


Reports from the various® branches of 
the electrical industry indicate that pros- 
pects for a record-breaking year are ex- 
tremely favorable. The demand for elec- 
tric power keeps forging rapidly ahead, 
with the result that utility budgets for 
new construction are continually being 
increased. Orders for industrial equip- 
ment are running ahead of production so 
that manufacturers are rapidly depleting 
inventories and establishing backlogs suff- 
cient to maintain operations at the pres- 
ent rate for several months, at least. 

To meet the growing demand for com- 
mercial and industrial lighting equipment, 
Curtis Lighting, Inc., has started construc- 
tion of a new plant to cost $275,000, ex- 
clusive of equipment. General Electric 
X-Ray Corp. will spend approximately 
$350,000 for a new addition and equipment. 
McGraw Electric Co. announced a $160,000 
expansion program and the Electro-Motive 
Corp. plans additional plant space to cost 
about $300,000. 

Of 31 manufacturers reporting December 
sales to the Electric Association, 25 had an 
increase over November, while 29 showed 
gains over December, 1939. Recent elec- 
tric permits issued reveal a sizeable vol- 
ume of electric welders, motors, control 
equipment, transformers and fixtures be- 
ing installed, one job including 674 fluo- 
rescent fixtures. 

Specific orders for electrical equipment 
reported last week include, welders, $89,- 
770: motors, $60,000; microphones and 
jacks, $47,636; coils, $22,358; radio parts, 
$74,735; telephone apparatus, $259,038. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Two Westinghouse 2,500-kw. turbo-gen- 
erator units have been ordered for the 
Quonsett, R. I., air base and a circuit 
breaker order amounting to about $10,000 
has been placed by Maine Central for in- 
stallation on 110-kv. and 33-ky. line ex- 
tensions to Maine shipyards. Small motor 
sales continue to press on to new records. 
Industrial heating and electric furnace 
demands are very active. A 120-kw. elec- 
tric-steam boiler was sold a short time ago 
to an eastern Massachusetts machine 
builder. Chromalox units sales are increas- 
ing and the Wide World Broadcasting Co. 
has installed 60 kw. in special heating ap- 
paratus. Are welders are selling well; 
infra-red applications are increasing and 
industrial lighting inquiries are ° active. 
Electrical equipment utilizing 50 hp. has 
been installed by a sand and gravel com- 
pany and 20 hp. in mixing apparatus has 
been added by a dairy. 

Large contracts are being booked as the 
result of stepping up the defense program. 
Connecticut orders in which electric sup- 
plies play an important role are maintain- 
ing a steady trend. Immediate appropria- 
tion of $6,180,000 for the expansion of the 
South Boston dry dock, of which $500,000 
is the estimated cost of additional electri- 
cal facilities has been recommended by 
the Secretary of the Navy. 
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Following the general market trend, electric light and power stocks moved downward, 
the “Electrical World” index dipping to 27.1, compared with 27.3 last week, 31.9 last 
year. Bonds advanced to 106.4 from 106.1 the preceding week; last year, 106.1 





Refunding Operation 
Planned by Utility 


Wisconsin Public Service Corp. has 
filed application with the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin to issue $26,- 
500,000 of 344 per cent series first 
mortgage bonds due 1971 and 132.000 
shares of $100 par value 5 per cent pre- 
ferred stock. 

Proceeds from the sale of the $26,- 
500,000 of 344 per cent bonds, which 
will be dated January 1, this year, and 
mature on the same date in 1971, will 
be used to refund a like amount of 4 
per cent bonds now outstanding. 

Present preferred-stock holders will 
be given an opportunity to exchange 
their holdings for the new preferred be- 
fore any public offering is made. The 
exchange basis will be one share of 
new 5 per cent preferred for each share 
of the old preferred issue owned plus 
cash for the differential between the 
initial public offering price (including 
dividends to date of delivery) of the 
total shares of preferred stock received 
in exchange by them and the redemp- 
tion price of the old preferred stock 
deposited by them. 


Middle West Units Plan 
to Issue Preferred 


Lake Superior District Power Co. and 
Kansas Electric Power Co. are negotiat- 
ing with underwriters for the sale of 
new issues of preferred stock for the 
purpose of refunding outstanding 6 and 
7 per cent preferred issues of the two 
companies at lower interest rates, P. L. 
Smith, president of the Middle West 
Corp., recently disclosed. 

Details have not been worked out, 
but it is possible that the refunding 
plan will be ready for submission to 


20 (266) 


the SEC later this month, Mr. Smith 
stated. No information was given as to 
the proposed dividend rate, but in order 
to effect material savings in dividend 
requirements a 5 per cent basis is to 
be the top limit. 


Places $10,000,000 
Offering on Market 


New financing of $10,000,000 for 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. was car- 
ried out last week with the offering of 
$7,500,000 first mortgage 31% per cent 
bonds and $2,500,000 first mortgage 
2% per cent serial bonds. The 3% per 
cent bonds, which are due January 1, 
1961, were priced at 103%. The 214 
per cent serial bonds with maturities 
ranging from May 1, 1942 to May 1, 
1949 were offered at varying prices. 

Net proceeds of the sale are to be 
applied to redemption at 104% and 
accrued interest of $10,000,000 of first 
mortgage bonds outstanding. 


Calls Preferred Stock 


FE] Paso Electric Co. has notified 
holders of its $6 preferred stock that 
all of this stock has been called for 
payment on February 6, 1941, at $110 
a share. plus accrued dividends. 


Report on Insull Funds 


Trustees of the bankrupt Insull Util- 
ities Investments, Inc., have submitted 
a final report showing that the actual 
balance on funds recovered was 
$226,788, against which there are 
claims totaling more than $50,000,000. 
Trustee Harry A. Bigelow told Federal 


Referee Garfield Charles that the 
amount salvaged from the Insull Em- 
pire totaled $2,353,559 and that total 
disbursements were $2,085,653. From 
the balance of $267,905 deductions of 
$41,117 were reported for essential 
fees. 


Issue of 254% Bonds 
Total $12,000,000 


Public offering was made this week 
of $12,000,000, series Q, 234 per cent 
first refunding mortgage sinking fund 
bonds of the Consolidated Gas Electric 
Light & Power Co. of Baltimore. The 
bonds, which mature January 1, 1976, 
were priced at 103% per cent, plus 
accrued interest. 

The offering represents financing for 
new capital purposes as well as for re- 
funding. Net proceeds of the issue, 
estimated at $12,159,378 will be used 
as follows: $5,850,000 applied to the 
redemption on or about March 19, 1941 
of this amount of Series M 3% per 
cent bonds of the company; $6,150,000 
to reimburse the company’s treasury for 
improvements and additions to property 
made since February 1, 1938 and the 
remainder applied to general corporate 
purposes. 


Trustees Allowed Extension 


Trustees of the Portland Electric 
Power Co., Portland, Ore., have been 
granted until July 14 to file their final 
reports. 


Extend Expiration Date 


SEC has announced a minor amend- 
ment to the rules under section 17 (c) 
of the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act relating to interlocking director- 
ates. The amendment extends until 
March 1, 1941, the expiration date of 
the exemption provided in paragraph 
(h) of Rule U-17C-1, in lieu of Decem- 
ber 31, 1940, the former expiration date. 


teasing 
Utility Reports 


1940 1939 
3 
*Alabama Power .......... $3,038,573 $4,095.54 
*Carolina Power & Light... 3,834,946 2,316.53 
*Consumers Power ........ 11,056,329 9,579, 2 
*Georgia Power ..........- 4,206, 511 5.231228 
*Gulf States Utilities....... 2,411,251 2,634, 


*Montana Power and subs.. 3,995,844 3,176,984 
*National Power & Light 


83 
TO Sas cea maces 9,280,233 7,522,9 
*Nebraska Power ......... 1,659,889 1905 
ye re 4,094,677. 4,217, 


*Pennsylvania Power & Lt.. 8.707.471 8,721, 101 
*Puget Sound Power & Lt. 


12,957 

RS eae 2,006,380 2,112.95 

*San Diego Gas & Elec.... 2,079,81! 1.34990) 
*Virginia Elec. & Pwr...... 4,117,101 3,819, 


*Twelve months ended November 30. 
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Okonite Opens New Office 


Okonite Company has opened its 
sixteenth district office at 1212 Comer 
Building, Birmingham, Ala., to serve 
the company’s rapidly growing busi- 
ness in the industrial South, according 
to F. C. Jones, president. Dewey A. 
White, formerly sales engineer in the 
company’s Atlanta, Ga., office, has been 
appointed manager of the new office. 
Mr. White, who has been connected 
with the company for seventeen years, 
will handle insulated wires and cables 
manufactured by the Okonite Co., the 
Okonite-Callender Cable Co., Inc., and 
the Hazard Insulated Wire Works Divi- 
sion in the states of Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi and Louisiana. 


z 
Allis-Chalmers Addition 
Allis‘-Chalmers Manufacturing Co., 


Milwaukee, has begun construction of a 
new addition to its plant at West Allis, 
consisting of a one-story structure, 88x 
626 ft., on site on South Seventieth St., 
for which general contract recently was 
let to the Permanent Construction Co.. 
Milwaukee. The extension will be used 
for expansion in tank and plate shop, 
and is estimated to cost more than 
$250,000, with equipment. 


Opens Des Moines Office 


Graybar Electric Co. has opened a 
new branch office at 112 Eleventh 
Street, Des Moines, Iowa, bringing the 
national total number of Graybar 
houses to 86. J. P. Lawton has been 
appointed manager. The new branch 
will join six other offices having the 
Chicago Graybar House as headquart- 
ers for the territory covering all or part 
of Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa 
and Illinois. 

H. O. Edoff will assume the position 
of sales manager of the Graybar 
branch office at 453 Worthington 
Street, Springfield, Mass. 


Sales District Formed 


Announcement has been made _ by 
the Westinghouse Electric Supply Co. 
of the formation of a new sales district 
to be known as the northern district, 
with headquarters in Milwaukee. 
Henry Czech, now head of the northern 
group branches of the company, has 
been appointed manager of the new 
district. The northern district will in- 
clud company branches in Milwaukee, 
Madison, St. Paul, Minneapolis and 
Dul th. Mr. Czech has been asso- 
Clated with Westinghouse since 1926. 
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Sales Opportunities 


BurraLo, N. Y.—Buffalo Niagara Elec- 
tric Corp. plans new transmission lines for 
power service for aircraft-manufacturing 
plants now in course of construction by 
Curtiss Aeroplane Division, Curtiss- 
Wright Corp., at Buffalo airport, and by 
Bell Aircraft Corp. at Niagara Falls air- 
port, respectively. Loads at the two plants 
are estimated at 6,000 kw. and 1,000 kw., 
in order noted. Power substations will be 
located at each plant for line terminals. 
Entire project will cost about $110,000. 
Work is scheduled to begin soon. Both 
Curtiss and Bell companies, with present 
Buffalo plants at Vulcan and Kenmore 
Avenues, and at 2050 Elmwood Avenue, 
respectively, will install complete electric 
equipment and facilities at the new plants, 
as previously noted in these columns, in- 
cluding motors, controls, regulators, duct 
lines, switchgear, industrial lighting equip- 
ment and auxiliary power apparatus. 


CLEVELAND, On1o—Ohio Crankshaft Co., 
6600: Clement Avenue, manufacturer of au- 
tomobile crankshafts and kindred equip- 
ment, plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, generator set, duct lines, switchgear, 
power substation equipment, industrial 
lighting facilities, electric hoists, convey- 
ors and other equipment in new plant for 
production of crankshafts for Wright air- 
plane engines for War Department. Project 
will comprise several large one-story units, 
estimated to cost about $3,900,000, with 
financing to be arranged through govern- 
ment. Work will be carried out at early 
date. 


Wittiamsport, Mp.—Potomac Edison 
Co., Hagerstown, Md., plans extensions 
and improvements in steam-electric gener- 
ating station at Williamsport, including in- 
stallation of new 5,000-kw. generating unit 
and auxiliary equipment. Extensions and 
improvements will be made in transmis- 
sion lines in same area. Work will form 
part of 1941 expansion program of com- 
pany. 


Los ANGELEs, Cat.—Los Angeles Bureau 
of Power and Light, 207 South Broadway, 
has arranged fund of about $415,400 in 
1941 budget for completion of new power 
substation No. 23, at 123 South Indiana 
Street, to be used for distribution service, 
and on which work has begun. Of amount 
noted, approximately $300,000 will be used 
for purchase of equipment. 


Macon, Ga.—Reynolds Metals Co., 810 
East Franklin Street, Richmond, Va., 
manufacturer of tin and aluminum foils, 
light metal parts, etc., plans installation 
of motors and controls, switchgear, panel- 
boards, industrial lighting apparatus, elec- 
tric hoists, conveyors and other equipment 
in new plant near Macon for assembling 
of ordnance for government. It will com- 
prise several large units, estimated to cost 
about $1,670,000, and for which financing 
is being arranged through Navy Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C. Will begin work 
at early date. 


SparTanpurc, S. C.—Duke Power Co., 
Charlotte, N. C., plans relocation and re- 
building of transmission line now extend- 
ing through a 20,000-acre tract of land 
taken over by government for a military 
reservation, in vicinity of Spartanburg. 
New line will be built on steel towers and 
will be over 12 miles long. Arrangements 
are being consummated with government 


18, 1941 


for work. The cost is estimated at close 
to $150,000. 


Tacoma, WasH.—Public Utility District 
No. 1, Cowlitz County, receives bids until 
January 31 for primary and secondary lines 
for extensions in rural electric system in 
county, totaling about 52 miles. W. S. 
McCrea, Jr., Perkins Building, Tacoma, is 
district engineer. 


Stroux Faris, S. D.—Northern States 
Power Co., Sious Falls, plans extensions 
and improvements in power substations at 
Emery and Garretson, in Sioux Falls area, 
with installation of new voltage regulators 
and other equipment. Similarly, it is 
planned to enlarge power substations at 
Woodstock, Monroe and Troskey in same 
district, with installation of transformers, 
switch gear and accessory equipment. This 
will be part of 1941 expansion and im- 
provement program of company. Main of- 
fices are at Minneapolis, Minn. 


Detroit, Mich.—Hudson Motor Car Co., 
12601 East Jefferson Street, plans installa- 
tion of motor-generator sets, heavy-duty 
motors and controls, duct lines, switchgear, 
industrial lighting equipment, panel boards, 
conveyors, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in new plant at Mound and Nine- 
Mile Roads, near city limits, where tract 
of 114 acres of land has been selected. 
It will consist of several one and multi- 
story units, totaling about 400,000 square 
feet of floor space, and will be used for 
production of parts for guns, torpedoes 
and other ordnance for Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C., which will purchase 
site noted and provide financing for plant. 
Cost estimated about $13,000,000. Power 
supply will be furnished by Detroit Edison 
Company and power substation for step- 
down service will be located at plant site. 


Work will be carried out through 1941-42. 


Kansas City, Mo.—Kansas City Power 
& Light Co. plans early extensions in trans- 
mission lines to Lake City and vicinity, 
for power supply for new ammunition 
plant and other defense industries now in 
course of construction in that area. Power 
substation will be built at Lake City plant 
for step-down service. Fund of about 
$500,000 is being arranged by company, it 
is stated, for this and similar purpose 
transmission lines during present year, in- 
cluding substation units and distribution 
facilities. This will form part of total 
fund of approximately $3,500,000 to be 
provided by company for 1941 expansion 
and improvements to facilities. 


Bripceport, Conn.—Bullard Co., Brew- 
ster Street, manufacturer of machine tools, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
duct lines, switchgear, industrial lighting 
facilities, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new plant on 13-acre 
tract of land near present works, compris- 
ing group of large one-story structures, to 
be used for production of tools for Gov- 
ernment. Proposed to begin work at once. 
Cost estimated close to $3,500,000 and ap- 
propriation in that amount will be _pro- 
vided by Defense Plant Corporation, Wash- 
ington, D. C., a federal agency, for project. 


MonticeELLo, Itt.—lIllinois-lowa Power 
Co., Monticello, plans extensions in pri- 
mary and secondary lines, totaling close to 
10 miles, for expansion in rural electric 
system. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Fire-Fighting Trailer 


Intended to be hooked up as a trailer for 
emergency use in fighting large fires in 
flammable liquids and electrical equipment 
in particular, this mobile unit carries a 


fire-fighting unit. Walter Kidde & 

Inc., Bloomfield, N. J. 

battery of six 50-lb. carbon dioxide cylinders 
equipped with a 100-ft. hosereel and nozzle. 
Cylinders are manifolded together and in- 
dividually operated by valves on each 
cylinder. For smaller fires, two portable 
carbon dioxide extinguishers of 15-lb. ca- 
pacity are carried on the front platform, 
with two 24-gal. water extinguishers that 
contain a small cartridge of carbon dioxide 
released when the extinguisher is inverted, 
propelling the water stream 30 to 40 feet. 


Infra-Red Reflector 


Reflector for infra-red baking or drying 
lamps is hexagonal in shape, making it 
possible to obtain an enclosed type of 


QM . 7% . ) 
single nits r multiple assemblies. The Fos- 
toria Pressed Stee! Corp., Fostoria, Ohio. 
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infra-red tunnel. Since hexagonal shapes 
may be “nested” closely, an almost solid 
reflecting surface is obtained from multiple 
assembly installations, it is stated. 


Adjustable-Speed Drive 


V*S"' a.c. adjustable-speed drive, 20-, 25- 
and 30-hp. The Reliance Electric & Engineer- 
ing Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 


Three larger models of its all-electric 
adjustable-speed drive have been announced 
by this company to extend this control 
scheme to larger applications, particularly 
in the printing, textile and machine tool 
fields. Same principle of speed control is 
used as in other sizes which range from 
l-hp. upward. Three wires from the three- 
phase, 60-cycle source—220, 440 or 550 
volts—are connected to the control unit. 
From the control unit, secondary circuits 
are run to the driving motor, speed ad- 
juster and start-stop push-button station. 


High-Strength Bus 


Designed to withstand severe short-cir- 
cuit stresses, this reinforced bus structure 
employs insulators in compression. Heavy 


High-strength bus installation. Delta-Star 
Electric Co., Chicago, Ill. 

one-piece U-shaped steel channels bolted 
to base plates carry porcelain insulators 
having expansion-type conductor clamps 
equipped with rollers and springs that per- 
mit free longitudinal bar movement without 
chatter. Conductors can be rectangular 
bars, channels or square tubes. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
“Electrical World” Electrical Buyers Ref- 
erence is a convenient place to look first 
for manufacturers’ product data, 
and addresses. 


names 
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Relays 


New relays for industrial application fea- 
ture contacts at an angle, which enable 


Series ''450'' industrial relays; for operation 
on | to II5 volts a.c. or 2 to 60 volts d.c. 
with '%-in. contacts; double-pole,  single- 
throw, double-pole, double-throw and four- 
pole, single-throw styles. Advance Electric 
Co., Los Angeles, Calif. 


the silver points to slide into full contact 
giving a wiping action. 


Floodlight 


Type "L-65"' floodlight; burns 100-watt incan- 
descent lamp. General Eelctric Co., Sche 
nectady, N. Y. 


New “midget” floodlight is offered for 
such applications where flood of controlled 
light is wanted, as in parking and used 
car lots, stores and show windows, road- 
side stands, markets, gardens and for home 
recreation. Floodlight has mounting base 
to hold light upright. It’s of aluminum, 
with etched reflector covered by _heat- 
resisting glass door and cork gasket for 
weatherproofness. 

a 


Fluorescent Unit 


'"'Miralume HF-100"': fitted with two 
lamps and company's new ''Mirastat 
Hygrade Sylvania Corp., Salem, Mass. 


40-watt 


starter. 


Improved models of this company’s in- 
dustrial fluorescent unit has been an- 
nounced. Reflector is shaped in parabolic 
curve, finished in white porcelain enamel 
(inside). Unit is corrected for power fac- 
tor and stroboscopic effect, comes com- 
pletely wired. 

- 


Erasing Machine 


To overcome the frequent changing ne- 
cessitated by short stubby eraser tips used 
on electric erasing machines, this new model 
uses a 7-in. eraser that fits into the tubular 
armature shaft. 


"Hollow-Shaft"' 


eraser. Charles Bruning Cc 
100 Reade St., 


New York, N. Y. 
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